Brief Review of the Wednesday 29th Aug meeting

Main Concern: Coordinators Needed. Have willing volunteers for various project.

 

1] Saturday Reading Project 

      (some of this has already been circulated by Janet and Pauline)

 

- Saturdays, 10 am to 12 noon

- Premises available till Dec 07

- Ethnic minority children identified by Unison

- It involves Mandarin and English language reinforcement through one on one reading, games, etc.

- full capacity is 14 children, max 10 attend at the moment (?)

- 7 to 8 volunteers are available

- the number of kids can be increased if more volunteers are available

    * older kids needing a lot of remedial help with Maths, English and Chinese.

- some of these above kids are not in regular school for various family reasons.

- Tehnaz can provide English lang teaching material / activities and guidelines for the volunteers.

 

2] At home support for Family with 7 kids

· Janice has agreed to coordinate and attend while she is here.

· Kwai Chung

· Needs one female to join as the one male volunteer cannot go alone

· Saturday afternoons

· Follow homework and help

· Suggestion was to have 4 volunteers who take turns on alternate Saturdays

PS: There may be a concern that volunteers might find it a bit hard due to lack of consistent follow up of the school work. Just needs a bit of thought and coordination.

3] Po Leung Kuk 

· Janet will coordinate / look at the possibility of getting the Boy Scouts involved

· Po Leung Kuk Kindergarten in Hung Hom

· Alternate Saturday mornings

· 20 – 25 new immigrant children, 4 – 6 yrs

· Reading English, playing games, etc.

4] Ethnic Minority Schools Project

· Qs from Kiran re: possibilities for volunteers attending weekend outings / field trips / activities with the kids

· Volunteers are available

· Pauline to provide Kiran with a schools list

· Kiran to call schools to see what they need and what can be arranged.

5] Ethnic Minority Mum’s who wan to learn English and Chinese

· 3 – 4 ladies would like to learn oral English and Chinese 

· Weekdays may be a possibility

· Tehnaz may be able to arrange a volunteer for English and Chinese on weekdays

· Pauline to provide more info

6] Other volunteering possibilities requested / available

- Environmental Conservation Projects


HK Conservancy Association – they do need volunteers



http://www.conservancy.org.hk/helpers/mainE.htm
- HK Beach Clean Up



http://www.greenlantau.com/index.html
- WWF in Mai Po – Fish Farmers need assistance


They have not got the programme set up yet to involve volunteers

- Crossroads International – always needs volunteer teams


http://www.crossroads.org.hk/
· Cancer Hospice Work


Comfort Care Concern Group


Requires training and regular attendance. The hospice will call volunteers to inform them 
about training days and programme. Some volunteers have been waiting quite a while.

- Suicide Hotline


Coach SK has more info.


Training and regular sign up is required.

- Special Needs Schools, Groups and Centres


Watchdog Early Learning Centre


Springboard Project Primary and Middle School Programme


Horizons Project


Ebenezer School (To get more info) 


Require regularly weekly volunteers to assist in classroom or activity situations on 
weekdays daytime


Tehnaz can provide information to interested volunteers

- Tuesday Social Evening for teenagers with special needs  - Horizons Project and Friends


welcome a couple of volunteers each time 


not necessary to be very regular. 


Young adult or teenage volunteers highly appreciated


Fun social stuff, games, etc. to assist with social skills development


Tehnaz to inform when the programme starts up again

- KMB Carnival Face Paint Stall.


Need upto 15 volunteers for one Sunday 12:00noon – 5pm


They pay us and the money form both sides goes to fund small charity projects


Tehnaz to coordinate and inform when the date is confirmed


No prior experience necessary, just ability to have fun.

- Helping Hand


http://www.helpinghand.org.hk/support/vol_record.html

couldn’t access the volunteering activities page but the form has the list 


main site - http://www.helpinghand.org.hk/index.php


cookie campaign - http://www.helpinghand.org.hk/support/english/cookies.html
- The Hong Kong Women’s Choir


Presents two main charity events – Spring Concert with Dinner and Band






      – Christmas Choir at Union Church, a Family event


Will perform at any other events where we can charge and collect money for charity – 
private dinners, parties, functions, etc.


Meets each Wednesday 12.30 – 3 pm


Mainly need amateur singers who can join the choir and attend rehearsals as regularly as 
possible 


Need volunteers for 



marketing and publicity help for the main two events, 



spreading the news, selling show and raffle tickets, 



prize donations, material printing


Tehnaz can provide more info.  

- Ho Sum is a charity that can be checked out


http://www.ho-sum.org/eng/index.jsp
- RDA - Riding for the Disabled


http://www.rda.org.hk/Default.asp?ln=en
- Also found the below info. 

Crossroads International
Based in an old British Army compound near Tuen Mun’s Gold Coast, Crossroads is a non-profit group which takes Hong Kong’s quality second-hand goods and redistributes them to people in need, both locally and internationally. 

Their warehouse currently holds household furniture, office furniture and classroom furniture, clothing, bedding and fabric supplies, computers and electrical items, household goods, stationery, books and educational toys, all of which will find a useful home somewhere. 

As an example, a school for nomadic children in Western China needed bunks to provide accommodation, as its students could not live at home when their parents were on the move. It just happened that Chek Lap Kok airport was closing its construction facilities at the time, and dispensing with 500 bunk beds. 

Similarly, an orphanage on Hainan Island needed to furnish two apartments for its staff. Just at that moment, a Hong Kong landlord called to say that she was closing down two apartments which had been recently furnished. The timing was perfect.

Crossroads needs volunteers to fill many roles: sorting goods, doing repair work, loading pallets, manning reception, taking photos, doing fundraising and so on. They don’t mind how many hours a week you can offer.

Community Advice Bureau
The CAB is an English-speaking service offering free, impartial advice on any subject relating to living and working in Hong Kong. It is staffed by a team of volunteers who answer questions by phone or email. Referrals are made for queries requiring more professional advice, be it legal, medical or psychological.

Volunteers are needed for all parts of their operation. They ask that members of the telephone team have been resident in Hong Kong for two years or more, but they also need less experienced people to help keep their database up to date.

Riding for the Disabled Association
The RDA runs weekly horse riding lessons for disabled children and adults, operating out of Jockey Club riding schools in Pokfulam, Tuen Mun and Sheung Shui. Riders have a wide range of disabilities, including Down’s syndrome, cerebral palsy, blindness and autism. Riding offers a sense of freedom and personal dignity that might otherwise be hard to achieve, and pupils also experience the pleasure of riding and the discipline involved in learning to control a horse.

Participants in the RDA’s annual dressage competition have gone on to represent Hong Kong at the World Dressage Championships for Disabled Riders.

Demand for lessons far outstrips supply and the RDA welcomes volunteers of any age or background. Riding experience or knowledge of horses is an advantage, but is not essential. In fact, training is provided. The group needs volunteers to help with riding lessons, but also behind the scenes on the administrative side.

Oxfam Hong Kong
Oxfam is an international agency which has been active in Hong Kong since 1976. It works to alleviate famine, poverty and suffering across the world. It needs volunteers to help with fundraising, admin work and organizing activities. 

For instance, the group organizes the well-known Trailwalker charity hike every year. Volunteers are needed before, during and after the event to help with a multitude of tasks. This year’s event takes place in November.

Rotary Clubs
These organizations act as a global network of community volunteers, operating humanitarian and educational programmes, and holding dinners and other social networking activities. Their ultimate aim is world understanding and peace. Members are typically professionals and business owners.

There are around 48 clubs in Hong Kong and Macau. Meetings take place once a week, in a set location. 

The Rotary Club of Kowloon Golden Mile bills itself as the liveliest and friendliest in Hong Kong. It even has an unofficial motto: “Let’s help the needy in our community but, hey, there’s no reason why we can’t have a truckload of fun while we’re doing it!” Through fundraising activities, the club has helped finance initiatives such as free medical checkups for the elderly and earthquake relief operations. 

Lions International
Similar to the Rotary Clubs, these groups dedicate themselves towards service to the community. There are seven branches in Hong Kong. Causes supported include educational and environmental programmes.

Christina Noble Children’s Foundation
The CNCF is dedicated to helping children in need of medical care, nutrition, education, vocational training or job placement, and to the protection of children at risk of exploitation. Founded by an Irish woman who was herself subject to abuse as a child, the foundation operates mainly in Vietnam and Mongolia.

You can join the Hong Kong CNCF fundraising committee in Wan Chai and help to organize events and publicity.

Volunteering Resources
Crossroads International: http://www.crossroads.org.hk/help
Community Advice Bureau: http://www.cab.org.hk/aboutus.htm 
Riding for the Disabled: http://www.rda.org.hk/volunteer.html 
Oxfam Hong Kong: http://www.oxfam.org.hk/public/contents/category?cid=3725&lang=iso%2d8859%2d1 
Rotary Clubs: http://www.rotary.org/cgi-bin/List-Dist.cgi?district=3450 
Lions International: http://www.lionnet.com/asia_hk.html 
Christina Noble Children’s Foundation: http://www.cncf.org/howtohelp/howtohelp.asp 
